
Advances in scanning technology improve the consistency of measurement across 

large populations; opening new possibilities in measurement. 

“It is not enough that we discuss the improvement of educational measurements. We 
must sell the professional use of these products to the practitioners, the users….I 
believe that there is a professional responsibility for us to see that these instruments 

 

- Henry D. Rinsland, Presidential Address, 1951

P
re

si
d

en
ts

N
C

M
E

/E
d

uc
at

io
n 

P
o

lic
y 

M
ile

st
o

ne
s

E
ar

l B
en

ne
t 

S
ou

th
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

S
ta

te
  

C
ol

le
ge

-A
lb

an
y

E
ar

l B
en

ne
t 

S
ou

th
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

S
ta

te
  

C
ol

le
ge

-A
lb

an
y

H
.E

. S
ch

ra
m

m
el

 
K

an
sa

s 
S

ta
te

  
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

-E
m

p
or

ia

H
.E

. S
ch

ra
m

m
el

 
K

an
sa

s 
S

ta
te

  
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

-E
m

p
or

ia

E
.C

. D
en

ny
 

Io
w

a 
S

ta
te

 T
ea

ch
er

s  
C

ol
le

ge
-C

ed
ar

 F
al

ls

E
.C

. D
en

ny
 

Io
w

a 
S

ta
te

 T
ea

ch
er

s  
C

ol
le

ge
-C

ed
ar

 F
al

ls

E
.C

. D
en

ny
 

Io
w

a 
S

ta
te

 T
ea

ch
er

s  
C

ol
le

ge
-C

ed
ar

 F
al

ls

E
.C

. D
en

ny
 

Io
w

a 
S

ta
te

 T
ea

ch
er

s  
C

ol
le

ge
-C

ed
ar

 F
al

ls

R
oy

 C
. W

oo
d

s 
M

ar
sh

al
l C

ol
le

ge

R
oy

 C
. W

oo
d

s 
M

ar
sh

al
l C

ol
le

ge

R
ay

 G
. W

oo
d

s 
O

hi
o 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t  

of
 E

d
uc

at
io

n

Ja
co

b
 S

. O
rle

an
s 

C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

 o
f N

ew
 Y

or
k

H
en

ry
 S

. R
in

sl
an

d
 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

 
-S

to
rr

s

H
en

ry
 S

. R
in

sl
an

d
 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

 
-S

to
rr

s

J.
R

. G
er

b
er

ic
h 

E
d

uc
at

io
na

l T
es

tin
g 

S
er

vi
ce

W
ar

re
n 

G
. F

in
d

le
y 

E
d

uc
at

io
na

l T
es

tin
g 

S
er

vi
ce

H
er

sh
el

 T
. M

an
ue

l 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f T

ex
as

-A
us

tin

Fr
an

k 
S

. W
hi

te
 

R
os

ie
r 

C
ol

le
ge

W
al

te
r 

N
. D

ur
os

t 
Te

st
 S

er
vi

ce
 &

  
A

d
vi

se
m

en
t 

C
en

te
r

R
ob

er
t 

L.
 E

b
el

 
E

d
uc

at
io

na
l T

es
tin

g 
S

er
vi

ce

V
ic

to
r 

H
. N

ol
l 

M
ic

hi
ga

n 
S

ta
te

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity

A
rt

hu
r 

E
. T

ra
xl

er
E

d
uc

at
io

na
l R

ec
or

d
s 

B
ur

ea
u

19
38

19
39

19
40

19
41

19
43

19
45

19
47

19
49

19
51

19
53

19
55

19
57

19
59

P
au

l L
. D

re
ss

el
M

ic
hi

ga
n 

S
ta

te
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

19
61

19
42

19
44

19
54

19
46

19
56

19
48

19
58

19
50

M
ax

 D
. E

ng
el

ha
rd

t
C

hi
ca

go
 P

ub
lic

 S
ch

oo
ls

19
60

19
52

D
av

id
 V

. T
ie

d
em

an
H

ar
va

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

19
62

National Association  
of Teachers of  
Educational  

Measurements  
founded by 45  

college teachers of  
measurement and  
12 public schools  

or state DOEs

Name changed  
to National  
Council on  

Measurement  
in Education 

(NCME)

Measurement 
News (MN) and  
Measurement in  
Education (ME), 

launched

edition of Yearbook

Passage of Vocational  
Education Act (VEA)  

expanding educational  
programs for students  
considered “at risk” or  

with disabilities 

Educational  
Measurement  
(2nd ed.), ACE 

Handbook of 
Teacher  

Evaluation 
published

Educational  
Measurement:  

Issues and  
Practice (EM:IP) 

created,  
merging  

ME and MNPresessions  
introduced at  

annual meeting;  
Standards for  

Educational and  
Psychological 
Tests revised

Instructional Topics 
in Educational  
Measurement 

(ITEMS) created;  

presesented for  
Outstanding  
Example of  

Application of  
Educational  

Measurement  
Technology to a  

Joint Committee on 
Testing Practices 

(JCTP) established; 
Annual Award   

Technical or  
 

Contribution  
to the Field  

of Educational 
Measurement

Revised “Joint  
Standards” published;  
Career Contributions 

to Educational  
Measurement award  

established 

NCME issues 
reaction to  
LaValle Bill 
(“Truth in  

Testing”) in NY 
which required 
test items be  
released to  
examinees 

Board  
establishes  
a standing  
graduate  
student  

committee 

Directory of 
graduate  

programs in  
educational  

measurement  
introduced;  
Educational  

Measurement  
(3rd ed.), ACE

Graduate student  
symposium  

offered at annual 
meeting

Board adopts 
Code of Profes-

sional  
Responsibilities 
in Educational  
Measurement

Competency  
Standards in  

Student  
Assessment for  

Educational  
Administrators  

issued by AASA, 
NAESP, NASSP, & 

NCME;  
Brenda H. Loyd  

Outstanding  
Dissertation Award  

established

Rights and  
Responsibilities 
of Test Takers:  
Guidelines and  
Expectations  

established joint-
ly by ACA, AERA, 
APA, NASP, NATD, 

& NCME

Revised Joint 
Standards 
published; 

NCME website 
launched 

Alicia Cascallar 
Award for an 
Outstanding  

Paper by an Early  
Career scholar  

established

2004 Code of Fair 
Testing Practices  

endorsed by  
NCME Board;  

Bradley Hanson 
Award for  

Contributions to  
Educational  

Measurement 
established

Reese Group  
contracted to  

provide organiza-
tion management

Educational 
Measurement 

(4th ed.), NCME 
& ACE 

Passage of  
Servicemen’s  

Readjustment Act  
of 1944 (GI Bill  

of Rights) granting  
returning service  

 
support for  
education 

Name changed to 
National Council  

on Measurements 
Used in Education  

(NCMUE) 

Conference  
presentations 

as a Yearbook Educational 
Measurement 
(1st ed.), ACE

Joint symposium 
with AERA on 

technical  
advancements  

in testing

US military  
tests recruits to  assign 

military jobs;  
federal government  

 
schools in communities  

impacted by the war    

APA, AERA &  
NCMUE collaborate 

on Technical  
Recommendations 
for Psychological 

Tests and Diagnostic 
Techniques

Brown vs. Board of 
Education- Supreme 

Court rules state 
laws segregating  

public schools are 
unconstitutional 

Passage of  
National Defense 

Education Act 
(NDEA) in 

response to 
Sputnik; linking 

public education 
to national  

security

Yearbook  
replaced by  
Journal of  

Educational 
Measurement 

(JEM)

Passage of Title 
VI of the Civil 

Rights Act  
prohibiting  

discrimination 
based on race, 

color, and  
national origin 

Standards  
for Educational and  
Psychological Tests  

and Manuals (“the Joint 
Standards”) cosponsored 
by APA, AERA, & NCME

Publication of Equality of  
Educational Opportunity  

(Coleman Report)  
assessing availability of  

equal educational  
opportunities to children  
of different race, color,  
religion, national origin

Annual Award 

for Outstanding 
Dissemination 
of Educational 
Measurement 

Concepts to the 
Public 

Publication of  
A Nation at  

Risk, criticizing 
US education 

system 

NCME endorses 
Code of Fair  

Testing Practices,  
developed by the 
Joint Committee  

on Testing  
Practices

Passage of  
Stewart B. McKin-

ney Homeless Assis-
tance Act addressing  

educational needs  
for students who are 

homeless

Jason Millman  
Promising  

Measurement 
Scholar Award 

established 

Passage of No 
Child Left Behind 
Act tying federal 
funds to student 

performance  
on state-wide 

standards based 
assessments

Process to revise 
1999 Joint Standards  

began    
(expected 2013) 

Passage of  
Higher Education  
Opportunity Act  

reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act 

of 1965

NCME began  
providing  

live webcasts  
of selected training  

sessions at  
the annual  

meeting

Race to the Top 
passed as part of  

the American  
Recovery and  

Reinvestment Act 
of 2009

Standing  
committee on 
Assessment 
Policy and 
Practice  

established

Four consortia 
formed to  

design new  
K-12  

comprehensive  
assessment

systems

Standards  
and Test Use 
Committee 

 designated a 
standing  

committee

National Governers 
Association  
established  

Common Core State  
Standards (CCSS) 

in Math and English 
Language Arts  

NCME 75th  
Anniversary  

celebrated at  
annual meeting

Expansion of  
Race to the Top 

funding  
to school district 

level competitions 

Passage of Elementary  
and Secondary Education 

Act and the Higher  
Education Act funding 

schools and school  
districts serving low-

income areas

Supreme Court 
rules that  

busing students 
may be ordered 
to achieve racial 
desegregation

Passage of  
Title IX of the 

Higher Education 
Act   

prohibiting  
discrimination 

based on gender 

Passage of  
Section 504  

of the  
Rehabilitation  
Act prohibiting 
discrimination  

based on  
disability

Passage of  
Education for  

All Handicapped 
Children Act  

requiring schools 
facilitate teaching  

students with  
disabilities along 
side their general  
education peers 

Use of  
standardized  

IQ tests in  
California  

public schools  
declared to be 
descriminatory 
and to violate 
student civil 

rights 

Supreme Court 
bars minority  

quota system in 
higher education

US Department of 
Education (DOE) 

made into a  
Cabinet-level agency Quarterly NCME 

Newsletter  
 

annual Fun Run 
(Boston, MA)

Passage of  
Individuals  

with Disabilities 
Education Act 
strengthening  
requirements 
around the  
individual  

eductional plan 
(IEP)
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1938 - 1962:  
Educational Measurement as an Emergent Field

1988 - 2013:  
Providing Leadership and Support for Changes in Education
Federal education reform policies and accountability legislation demand testing of broader and more

diverse populations of students. A focus on inclusion in assessments and teacher accountability leads 

book series and live webcasts of Annual Meeting training sessions to international members. 

Meetings canceled from 1943-1946  
due to government restrictions on travel.

1963 - 1987:  
Theory Improves Practice
Classical Test Theory and Item Response Theory are applied to complex assessment 

models through test development, administration, scoring, reporting, and equating.  

Growth of the internet ushers in the age of online assessments; large scale  

assessments of student performance become the tools for federal accountability  

and policy (ESEA).

NCME released new 
guidelines:   

Testing and Data 
Integrety in the 

Administration of 
Statewide Student  

Assessment  
Programs

Publication of 
 

newletter,  
Measurement 
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